




Awards Program
November 10, 2015 • 8:00pm

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Darius de Haas, Master of Ceremonies

GREETING  
Gustavo F. Velasquez, Asst. Secretary for Fair Housing & Equal Opportunity,  

U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)

HONOREE REMARKS 
Cornell William Brooks, NAACP President & CEO

OUTSTANDING NATIONAL LEADERSHIP FOR CIVIL RIGHTS AWARD 
Cornell William Brooks, NAACP President & CEO

OUTSTANDING NATIONAL LEADERSHIP FOR FAIR HOUSING AWARDS 
Inclusive Communities Project (ICP) • Daniel & Beshara, PC

FEATURED POEM 
 “Who Will Speak for the Voiceless?” Performed by Slam Poetry Artist Pages Matam

OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO FAIR HOUSING EDUCATION AWARDS 
Nikole Hannah-Jones • Bill Kavanagh

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE 
Elliot Roth Trio, featuring LaDonna Burns

OUTSTANDING FAIR HOUSING ATTORNEY AWARDS & 
EXERCISE OF FAIR HOUSING RIGHTS AWARDS 

Katherine Rosenfeld with client William Cruz  
Alice Goldman Reiter with clients Allison Brown & Donna Pitter 

Armen H. Merjian with client Keith Morgan Short 
James Bahamonde with clients Suzanne Vilchez & Maria C. Coello

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE 
Elliot Roth Trio, featuring LaDonna Burns

CLOSING REMARKS 
Darius de Haas
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INCLUSIVE COMMUNITIES PROJECT (ICP) 
is a not-for-profit organization based in Dallas, 

Texas that works for the creation and mainte-

nance of thriving racially and economically inclu-

sive communities, expansion of fair and affordable 

housing opportunities for low income families, and 

redress for policies and practices that perpetu-

ate the harmful effects of discrimination and seg-

regation. An outgrowth of a class-action lawsuit 

against the City of Dallas, ICP has worked tireless-

ly to expand housing opportunities for low-income 

families. The ICP mobility assistance program 

has assisted more than 3000 families to move to 

low-poverty, high opportunity areas. In 2008, ICP 

became a plaintiff in a case brought against the 

Texas Department of Housing & Community Af-

fairs (TDHCA) alleging that the tax credit alloca-

tion agency’s policies concentrated affordable 

housing in predominantly poor and minority areas 

in a manner that discriminated on the basis of race 

and fostered segregation. In 2012, a District Court 

ruled in favor of ICP and TDHCA appealed the de-

cision to the U.S. Supreme Court. In a landmark 

decision issued in June 2015, the United States 

Supreme Court held that under certain circum-

stances defendants may be liable for violating the 

Fair housing Act if they adopt policies that have 

an impermissible disparate impact. The visionary 

leaders at the ICP includes its founder and Presi-

dent Elizabeth “Betsy” Julian (who also appears in 

FHJC’s A Matter of Place), Vice-President Demetria 

McCain, and Executive Director Ann Lott. 

Outstanding National Leadership for Fair Housing

DANIEL & BESHARA, PC is a civil rights law 

firm based in Dallas, Texas that represented the 

Inclusive Communities Project (ICP) in the land-

mark case that resulted in a Supreme Court de-

cision affirming the use of disparate impact as a 

theory of liability in fair housing cases. The firm’s 

partners are Mike Daniel and Laura Beshara. Mi-

chael M. Daniel graduated from SMU Law School in 

1974 and worked as a staff attorney at Dallas Legal 

Services Foundation, Inc. between 1974 and 1979. 

Daniel then joined East Texas Legal Services where 

he worked until 1981 when he started his own law 

firm. Daniel served as co-counsel in the landmark 

Walker v. HUD and Young v. Pierce public housing 

desegregation cases. Throughout his decades of 

legal advocacy on behalf of clients in civil rights 

and poverty law cases brought in state and federal 

court, Daniel has carved new paths for establish-

ing liability and creating effective remedial plans. 

Laura B. Beshara is an experienced trial and appel-

late lawyer who graduated from SMU Law School 

in 1991. Beshara has been practicing in the law 

firm since 1991 and served as co-counsel in the 

landmark Walker v. HUD and Young v. Pierce public 

housing desegregation cases as well as the other 

civil rights litigation. In 2004, Beshara became a 

partner in the law firm. Together they litigated 

the Cox v. City of Dallas case that resulted in the 

closure of the largest illegal landfill in the state of 

Texas adjacent to a middle class Black neighbor-

hood. The site was redeveloped into a nature pre-

serve. Daniel and Beshara combine their talents 

to zealously represent their clients and fight for 

fair housing.
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BILL KAVANAGH has been working in film, tele-

vision, and theater/events for decades. He has 

been producing documentaries, directing multi-

camera broadcasts and programs, creating live 

events, and crafting sponsored films and videos 

for clients on every continent except Antarctica. 

The mission of Kavanagh Productions is to create 

media projects and events that open new win-

dows on the world for others. Kavanagh Produc-

tions does this by illuminating unseen corners of 

the world, introducing audiences to new voices 

and making independent films that tell important 

stories about issues and characters. Bill Kavanagh 

told the powerful story of the battle over housing 

desegregation in Yonkers, NY in his award-winning 

documentary, Brick by Brick: A Civil Rights Story. 

In 2012, Bill Kavanagh and his team produced an 

award winning documentary short for the FHJC 

called A Matter of Place.

Outstanding Contributions to Fair Housing Education

NIKOLE HANNAH-JONES is an award-winning 

investigative reporter who covers civil rights and 

racial injustice for The New York Times Magazine. 

Nikole got hooked on journalism when she joined 

her high school newspaper and began writing 

about students like her, who were bused across 

town as part of a voluntary school desegregation 

program. Her heroes are the race beat reporters, 

such as Ida B. Wells, Ethel Payne, Simeon Book-

er and Claude Sitton, whose fearless coverage 

helped move this nation closer to its promise. Prior 

to joining The New York Times, Nikole worked as 

an investigative reporter at ProPublica in New York 

City, where she spent three years chronicling the 

way official policy created and maintains segrega-

tion in housing and schools. Her 2012 coverage of 

federal failures to enforce the landmark 1968 Fair 

Housing Act won several awards, including Colum-

bia University’s Tobenkin Award for distinguished 

coverage of racial or religious discrimination. Be-

fore that, she reported for the largest daily news-

paper in the Pacific Northwest, The Oregonian in 

Portland, Oregon, where she covered numerous 

beats, including demographics, the census and 

county government. Nikole started her journalism 

career covering the majority-black Durham Pub-

lic Schools for The News & Observer in Raleigh, 

N.C. During her three years there, she wrote ex-

tensively on issues of race, class, school resegre-

gation and equity. Nikole was named Journalist 

of the Year by the National Association of Black 

Journalists and was also named to The Root 100. 

Her reporting has won several national awards, in-

cluding the Sigma Delta Chi Award for Public Ser-

vice, the Hechinger Grand Prize for Distinguished 

Education Reporting, two Online News Association 

awards, and was a finalist for the National Maga-

zine Award. She currently resides in Brooklyn with 

her husband and daughter.
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Outstanding Fair Housing Attorney Awards &  
Exercise of Fair Housing Rights Awards

Awards continue on the next page.

WILLIAM CRUZ moved into an apartment in the 

Bronx in October 2006. In the days and months 

that followed, Mr. Cruz was subjected to continu-

ous verbal and written harassment because of his 

sexual orientation by the building’s live-in super-

intendent and his wife. Mr. Cruz reported the ha-

rassment to the building management company, 

but the harassment continued so he turned to 

the FHJC for assistance. The FHJC conducted an 

investigation. On August 22, 2007, Mr. Cruz, rep-

resented by FHJC cooperating attorneys Mariann 

Meier Wang and Katherine Rosenfeld, filed a state 

court lawsuit alleging that the owner, manage-

ment company, and building superintendent were 

harassing him in violation of the New York State 

and New York City Human Rights Laws. Mr. Cruz’s 

attorneys obtained an emergency Temporary Re-

straining Order and Preliminary Injunction which 

immediately stopped the harassment. The case 

proceeded to trial in February 2011. A Bronx jury 

returned a verdict in favor of Mr. Cruz and award-

ed him $35,000 in damages.

KATHERINE ROSENFELD is the Legal Director at New York Lawyers for the Public Interest (NYLPI), 

where she leads and manages NYLPI’s advocacy work across its programs. Before joining NYLPI in 2014, 

Ms. Rosenfeld was a partner at Emery Celli Brinckerhoff & Abady LLP, where for a decade she litigated 

a wide variety of civil rights cases in federal and state courts. Ms. Rosenfeld’s practice focused on 

representing clients in the areas of prisoners’ rights, police misconduct, and employment and housing 

discrimination. Ms. Rosenfeld also has substantial experience in class action litigations seeking systemic 

and injunctive reforms, including in actions against the New York City Police Department and the Depart-

ment of Correction. Ms. Rosenfeld has represented FHJC clients in sexual orientation and race discrimina-

tion cases. She has continued her fair housing advocacy work at NYLPI, in particular on NYLPI’s docket 

seeking to combat housing discrimination against people with disabilities. Most recently, she obtained 

a preliminary order preventing the abrupt eviction of renters with intellectual disabilities by alleging 

housing discrimination. A graduate of the University of Chicago and Yale Law School, Ms. Rosenfeld was 

a law clerk in the United States District Court, C.A.C.D., for the Honorable Dean D. Pregerson.



6

Outstanding Fair Housing Attorney Awards &  
Exercise of Fair Housing Rights Awards

DONNA PITTER applied for an apartment at a 

216-unit rental complex in a Westchester County 

suburb so that she could move closer to her el-

derly father. For over a year she was told no apart-

ments were available. Concerned that she was not 

being treated fairly because of her race, Ms. Pitter 

contacted the FHJC. In response to her complaint, 

FHJC sent African American and white testers to 

the complex. Only the white testers were told 

about available apartments for rent. Ms. Pitter, 

the FHJC, and two African American testers filed 

a federal lawsuit alleging racial discrimination. 

The case settled in 2015 for extensive injunctive 

relief that required fair housing training, adoption 

of a fair housing policy, compliance monitoring 

for a period of four years, and a total monetary 

recovery of $150,000. The settlement included an 

apartment in the complex, two years of free rent, 

and damages for Ms. Pitter. The plaintiffs were 

represented by Mariann Meier Wang and Alice G. 

Reiter with the law firm of Cuti Hecker Wang LLP.

ALLISON BROWN is a white woman who used 

a real estate company to locate an apartment in 

Queens. After moving into the apartment, she 

learned that her landlord had previously rejected 

an African American family for the same apart-

ment and had instructed her real estate agent not 

to bring “those types” of people to the building. 

Ms. Brown, who wanted to reside in an open and 

racially diverse community, contacted the FHJC 

to report the alleged discriminatory conduct. The 

FHJC conducted a testing investigation which cor-

roborated the allegation. Ms. Brown, the FHJC, and 

three African American testers filed a federal law-

suit that was resolved in 2015 for injunctive relief 

along with $100,000 in damages, costs, and attor-

ney’s fees. Ms. Brown decided not to receive her 

damages from the settlement and requested that 

$10,000 be given to the FHJC. The plaintiffs were 

represented by Mariann Meier Wang and Alice G. 

Reiter with the law firm of Cuti Hecker Wang, LLP. 

ALICE GOLDMAN REITER joined the Cuti Hecker & Wang firm as an associate attorney in April 2013 

after clerking for Judge Barbara S. Jones on the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New 

York. Prior to clerking, Ms. Reiter was a litigation associate at Simpson Thacher & Bartlett. Ms. Reiter 

graduated cum laude from NYU School of Law, where she was a Robert McKay Scholar. At NYU, Ms. 

Reiter helped to represent indigent defendants on Alabama’s death row as part of the Equal Justice and 

Capital Defender Clinic; served as Articles Editor for the Journal of Legislation and Public Policy; and 

was a student teacher in the Prisoners’ Rights Education Project. Before law school, she spent two years 

as a legal assistant in the Domestic Legal Program at the Center for Reproductive Rights. Since 2013, 

Ms. Reiter has represented FHJC clients in race discrimination cases and obtained damages and broad 

injunctive relief on their behalf. 

Awards continue on the next page.
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ARMEN H. MERJIAN is the Senior Staff Attorney at Housing Works Inc. in New York City. For over a 

quarter century, Mr. Merjian has conducted impact litigation on issues involving HIV/AIDS, homelessness, 

public benefits, and disability, gender, and housing discrimination. Mr. Merjian has litigated numerous 

landmark cases, including Hanna v. Turner (establishing the right of homeless New Yorkers living with 

AIDS to same-day placement in emergency housing); Henrietta D. v. Bloomberg (the largest AIDS and 

welfare case in U.S. history); and Short v. Manhattan Apartments (the first trial in New York City chal-

lenging source of income housing discrimination). He is a co-author of the national treatise on AIDS and 

the Law, and the author of 15 law review articles on topics relating to civil and human rights, including 

housing discrimination.

KEITH MORGAN SHORT is a formerly home-

less man living with AIDS who contacted several 

real estate firms about locating an apartment to 

rent. When Mr. Short explained to agents at each 

company that he was disabled and had a rental 

subsidy from the HIV/AIDS Services Administration 

(HASA) that would pay his rent, the agents refused 

to work with him or restricted his access to a sep-

arate set of rental listings. The FHJC conducted 

a testing investigation which confirmed the dis-

criminatory conduct which included refusing to 

show apartments, segregating listings based on 

source of income, and telling prospective rent-

ers that landlords will not rent to disabled people 

who do not work or to renters with HASA housing 

subsidies. In August 2011, the FHJC and Mr. Short 

filed a federal lawsuit against several real estate 

companies alleging disability and source of in-

come discrimination. A number of the defendants 

settled with Mr. Short prior to trial. In December 

2012, a trial was held and the Court found that the 

remaining two defendant real estate companies 

illegally discriminated against Mr. Short because 

of his source of income. The Court ordered $20,000 

in damages for Mr. Short and $5,000 for the FHJC 

along with injunctive relief and attorneys fees 

in excess of $500,000. The plaintiffs were repre-

sented by Armen H. Merjian of Housing Works, Inc. 

and Diane L. Houk of Emery Celli Brinckerhoff & 

Abady, LLP.

Outstanding Fair Housing Attorney Awards &  
Exercise of Fair Housing Rights Awards (Continued)
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Outstanding Fair Housing Attorney Awards &  
Exercise of Fair Housing Rights Awards (Continued)

JAMES E. BAHAMONDE is a New York, civil rights attorney specializing in fair housing and disability 

discrimination. As a Marine Corps veteran who served during the 1st Gulf War, Mr. Bahamonde is a 

staunch advocate for individuals with disabilities. A wheelchair user himself, he has realized the ob-

stacles faced by so many disabled individuals, and has embraced the fight for equality and access. In 

2003, Mr. Bahamonde began his own law firm and since then has represented hundreds of individuals 

with disabilities. Mr. Bahamonde has represented FHJC and its clients in many fair housing cases includ-

ing a recent case which alleged that a national builder failed to design and construct housing in compli-

ance with the accessibility requirements of the fair housing laws. The case that resulted in a monetary 

recovery of $1.3 million.

SUZANNE VILCHEZ who is a woman with a 

disability and a wheelchair user, contacted a 

national builder about purchasing an accessible 

ground floor condominium unit at a development 

being newly constructed in Queens for her and 

her mother, MARIA C. COELLO. After the unit 

was built, she learned that the apartment did not 

contain the accessibility features that she had re-

quested and that it was not compliant with acces-

sibility requirements in the federal Fair Housing 

Act. As a result, she was unable to fully access, 

use, and enjoy her new apartment. She filed a 

complaint with the FHJC. The FHJC conducted an 

investigation at the Queens condominium devel-

opment and at a condo development being built by 

the same company in Dutchess County and found 

many inaccessible and noncompliant features. Ms. 

Vilchez, Ms. Coello, and the FHJC filed a federal 

lawsuit against the builder, architects, and engi-

neer of the two multifamily condo developments. 

The case settled in 2015 for extensive injunctive 

relief that required fair housing training, adoption 

of a fair housing policy, resources to retrofit the 

condo in which Ms. Vilchez and Ms. Coello reside 

and common areas and review of future construc-

tion to certify compliance for four years. The set-

tlement also includes a total monetary recovery of 

$1.3 million with $400,000 set aside to establish an 

accessibility fund that will be used by the FHJC to 

assist income eligible persons with disabilities to 

make accessibility modifications to their existing 

housing. The plaintiffs were represented by Diane 

L. Houk and Alison Frick of Emery Celli Brincker-

hoff & Abady LLP and James E. Bahamonde of the 

Law Offices of James E. Bahamonde, P.C.
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GUSTAVO F. VELASQUEZ is the Assistant 

Secretary for Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity 

(FHEO) at the U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development. Prior to this appointment, 

Velasquez was Executive Director of the Latino 

Economic Development Center (LEDC), a not-

for-profit organization based in Washington, DC 

dedicated to serve thousands of Latinos and other 

immigrants and underserved populations gain the 

necessary skills and capital to start and maintain 

their own businesses. LEDC also advocates for and 

supports communities to secure affordable and 

accessible housing. Prior to his tenure at LEDC, he 

served for seven years as Director of the District 

of Columbia Office of Human Rights, where he led 

the enforcement provisions of the DC Human Right 

Act, considered one of the most comprehensive 

non-discrimination laws in the country. He also 

served between 2003 and 2007 as DC’s Director of 

the Office of Latino Affairs. During his District gov-

ernment career, Velasquez ensured that the very 

comprehensive civil rights of residents, workers 

and visitors to the Nation’s capital were protected 

and upheld according to the rule of law. Before his 

mayoral appointments in the District of Columbia 

government, Velasquez was Director of Opera-

tions and Director of the Division of Families and 

Neighborhood Development at Congreso de Lati-

nos Unidos, the leading social service provider to 

Latinos in Philadelphia. He has served in numerous 

boards and advisory groups at local and national 

levels, with an emphasis on civil rights and edu-

cational organizations, as well as issues for the 

advancement of Latinos in the United States. He 

attended the University of Pennsylvania where he 

graduated with a master’s degree in government 

administration. He lives in the District of Columbia 

with his wife, Emily, and his two children.

PAGES MATAM is a performance artist, educator, & organizer from Cameroon, Africa, currently resid-

ing in Washington, D.C. Pages is the Director of Poetry Events (D.O.P.E.) for Busboys and Poets, & a two 

time National poetry slam champion, with passions in the field of sexual assault violence and abuse 

trauma work, immigration reform, black African masculinity, & youth advocacy. When he takes the stage 

– as a performer, teaching artist, or activist – be prepared to be taken on a layered experience of cultural, 

socially conscious, & personal discovery that is unapologetic, silly, visceral yet beautifully honest in its 

storytelling. Pages is a NFHA (National Fair Housing Alliance) Cultural Ambassador, Callaloo Fellow, and 

the author of The Heart of a Comet (Write Bloody, 2014), winner of the 2014 Best New Book award by 

Beltway Poetry Quarterly. Of his many accomplishments, Pages is most proud of being a gummy bear 

elitist, bowtie enthusiast, professional hugger and anime fanatic.

Special Guests







ParkerHanski  

is proud to support the impactful work of 

Fair Housing Justice Center 

and congratulates honoree 

Cornell William Brooks 

__________________________________ 

Parker Hanski LLC           Disability Rights Law 
parkerhanski.com                            212.248.7400 

Congratulations 
to FHJC on their 
10th Anniversary 

and to all of 
this evening’s 

honorees, 
especially our 

own Armen 
Merjian!

The Board, Staff, volunteers, and 
Clients of housing works





The FHJC is extremely grateful to our supporter and sponsors:

SUPERSTARS
Emery Celli Brinckerhoff & Abady LLP • Latham & Watkins LLP

LEADING ACTORS
Cuti Hecker Wang LLP

Michelle Aronowitz 
Kennisha A. Austin 

Chris Ball 
Bernhard A. Blythe 
Christina J. Blythe 

Angela Capello 
Gene and Doris Capello 

Ramsey Chamie 
Colleen Detroy 

Leah Dickerman 
District Council 37 

Nancy Dubin 
Fred Davie 

Naomi Erickson 
Pei-Fang Fang 
Fred Freiberg 

Phyllis Friedman 
Ben and Rachel Geballe 
Richard Dudley, Jr., M.D. 

Harvey Goldberg 
Thomas Hameline 

Judge Carmen Lopez 
Robert Martin and Kate Abell 

Amanda Masters 
Sharon McGruder 

Ming-Yuen Meyer-Fong 

Dr. Cynthia Oberton 
Janice Popowich 

Judge Dale Radcliffe 
Jerome L. Rice 
Lynne Sachs 

Katherine D. Schrier 
Hadassah Siberstein 

Ronnie Silverman 
Mark Street 

Kathy Strochlic 
Shelley Deal Winfield 

Claude L. Winfield 
Marie Winfield

SUPPORTING ACTORS
Eisenberg and Baum LLP

GUEST STARS
Parker Hanski LLC • Housing Works 

 Helen Dunlap

SUPPORTERS

THANKS TO THE CREATIVE PEOPLE WHO PROVIDED VALUABLE SERVICES TO THE EVENT: 

Graphic Design: Image & Type • Printing: Oxford Lithograph • Photographer: Julienne Schaer 

Videography: David Barreda • Flowers: Blythe Design Studios

We recognize the contributions 
of the FHJC Event Planning 
Committee consisting of Board 
Members Bernhard Blythe, 
Pei-Fang Fang, and Michelle 
Sullivan-Brady.

We offer our thanks to our 
event planners Lisa Darden, 
Laurel Devaney, Robert Gomes, 
Elizabeth Gorman, Kate 
Haggerty and Romy Nordlinger.

Finally, we express our 
appreciation to the dozens of 
volunteers who generously 
donated their time and talent.

Thank You



 

 

 

 

 

Emery Celli Brinckerhoff & Abady LLP 

 
is proud to honor 

 
The Fair Housing Justice Center 

 
for 10 extraordinary years  

 
of fighting for the right to fair housing for all, 

 
battling discrimination and injustice on behalf of those in need, 

 
and  

 
striving to make our communities open to everyone. 

 

 

 

 

 

600 Fifth Avenue at Rockefeller Center, 10th Floor New York, New York 10020, (212) 763-5000 
www.ecbalaw.com 






